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Text: 
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2: For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3: How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4: God also bearing them witness, both with 
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will? 

Introduction 
The great theme of the Bible is the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. The glory of Jesus Christ 
and His work of securing salvation for sinners is the central theme of the Bible. As someone has 
said, “The Bible is a salvation-shaped book.” It speaks about salvation from beginning to end. 
Salvation is the greatest thing in the world. If a person is not saved there’s nothing else that really 
matter in life. This is the most important thing in the world.

Our Lord asks His disciples in ... 
Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
What good will it do if you win and possess the whole world and what it offers: wealth, fame, 
success, and power and lose your soul. There’s nothing more important in life than the salvation 
of one’s soul. 

This morning I want to start a series of sermons about salvation. To start off, I want to show how 
important this topic is. Why is it important that I understand the biblical salvation? 

First, for your own safety. It is a matter of life and death. Your eternal destination depends upon 
it. What you believe is the difference between life and death, of heaven and hell. Men and 
women, boys and girls may be wrong on many matters in Scripture and still go to heaven – but if 
they are wrong about the way of salvation, eternal doom and destruction awaits them. So, it is 
critically important that you know and have experienced biblical salvation because of your own 
safety. 

Secondly, for the safety of others. Having received and experienced true salvation, you have a 
responsibility to proclaim the salvation message to people that God has connected you. If you 



care for the lost you ought to take this topic seriously. You want to be sure that you are accurately 
proclaiming the biblical way of salvation.

Thirdly, for the glory of God. This is the beginning, the middle and the end of all things – the 
glory of God.
Romans 11:36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for 
ever. Amen. 
Your salvation and the salvation of others should be to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein he has made you accepted in the beloved. 

So, these are just three of many why I believe this series messages about salvation is of great 
importance, namely, for your own safety, for the safety or others, and for the glory of God. 

But now the question is, what is Salvation? 
False and unbiblical ideas concerning how to be saved have existed since Adam and Eve. There 
is really nothing new under the sun. If you examine all false religions and cults and much of 
today’s so-called Christianity, you will discover that man’s basic concept of salvation is based on 
merit and good works and self-righteousness.  

The religion of the world can be summed up in one word, “DO!” All other religion is a 
performance-based salvation. It is establishing one’s righteousness kind of religion.  
In Romans 10:1-3 Paul speaks about … 
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear 
them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 
ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
That’s where the real problem lies, the reason why so many people seek to be saved by their own 
righteous is because they are ignorant of God’s righteousness. God demands perfect 
righteousness, if we are to be saved. 

While man’s religion could be summed up in this word “DO”, the Bible salvation is spelled D. 
O. N. E. — “DONE!” 
John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghost.

Bible salvation is a salvation based on the glorious person and the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
The righteousness of God put to my account. Understand that salvation is not merely learning 
new habits. It is not simply improving personal behavior or conduct. It is not merely knowing the 
Bible, knowing how to pray, being a good standing church member, faithfully going to church, 
being nice, or being generous. 

The word “salvation” implies we are saved FROM something. It is to be delivered from, to be 
rescued from, to be recovered from, to escape from. What are we saved from? 



Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.
Salvation is basically a salvation from sin. Salvation is a threefold salvation from sin. 

Threefold Salvation from Sin 
I - Salvation from the Penalty of Sin 
To be saved is to be saved from the penalty of sin. This is the doctrine of justification. To be 
acquitted. To be cleared and justified. To be declared righteous. To be declared not guilty. 
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Being justified by His grace, we no longer are condemned to hell but instead given eternal life 
and live in Heaven forever. 

Titus 3:3-7  
For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
No longer condemned and now and forever.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast. 

2 Timothy 1:8-9 
Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and 
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

All of these passages, and many more like them, speak of salvation as a work finished in the 
past. In this sense the salvation of the believer is complete. It is an act, and not a process. It 
occurs and is complete the moment the individual repents and believes.  

John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life. 



John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 

1 John 5:11-13  
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

These passages teach that believer has passed from under all danger of condemnation and the 
power of the second death. Believers are delivered once and for all from sin’s guilt, penalty and 
spiritual death. So complete and perfect is this work of God in Christ that the believer is declared 
permanently saved and safe forever.  

II - Salvation from the Power of Sin 
Not only is salvation to be saved from the penalty of sin, salvation also means being saved from 
the power of sin. This is the doctrine of sanctification. This is not an act but a process. 

Philippians 2:12 Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling … 
This does not mean that our good works save us. But it means that having received salvation 
through faith we are now to work it out. The sins of the past have been removed and we have 
been justified. However, the present is still here. We are still living, and we face a world full of 
temptations and we sin every day. Yes, even as a born again believer in Christ. This scripture 
says that we must grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, after 
being saved. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
How is sanctification accomplished? Sanctification is done through the work of the indwelling 
Spirit as we behold the Lord and His glory. As we spend time with Christ and His Word. The 
more you and I grow in sanctification the more we realize our sinfulness and our need of 
sanctification. 

III - Salvation from the Presence of Sin 
Not only is salvation to be saved from the penalty of sin and  being saved from the power of sin, 
it also means a future deliverance from the presence of sin. This is the doctrine of glorification. 
This has not taken place yet. This is the future deliverance that all true believers in Christ are 
looking forward to. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in 
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the 



earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory. 

Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.  

Romans 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

Though once and for all saved from the penalty of sin and while now being delivered from the 
power of sin, the believer in Christ will yet be saved from the presence of sin which we will 
experience in Heaven when we are given a glorified resurrected body.  

Philippians 3:20-21  
For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

Jesus died on the cross to save our souls from eternal death and to grant us eternal life. He is 
coming back to complete our salvation by changing our bodies into immortal glorified bodies to 
live with Him in Heaven, forever. Then our salvation is complete.  

1 John 3:2-3  
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

No more sin, no more temptation. What a salvation! 

Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book 
of life. 
Nothing impure or unclean will ever enter Heaven, nor will anyone who does what is abominable 
or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. Is your name 
written in the Lamb’s book of life? 

Revelation 21:3-5 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 



away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

This has not happened yet, but it will. This will take place in the resurrection of those who died 
in Christ and in the rapture of those who are alive at Christ’s coming in the air.  

What a salvation this is! Saved from the penalty of sin, being saved from the power of sin, and 
shall be saved from the presence of sin. This is truly a great salvation! No wonder our text says, 
“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” 

Closing Thoughts 
The all-important question today is, are you saved? Have you acknowledge your sinfulness and 
your inability to save yourself  and trusted Jesus Christ to be your Saviour? Have you taken you 
own personal problem of sin seriously? Have you taken God's remedy for your sin seriously? 
There is a great salvation offered to you and this great salvation has cost the life and blood of 
God’s dear Son Jesus Christ. He offers you full and complete forgiveness and salvation. Oh, I 
pray today that you would humble yourself before God and acknowledge your need of salvation 
and forgiveness. Do not ignore God’s offer of salvation to you. Come to Jesus Christ! Come to 
Him Who is willing, ready and able Saviour! 

Jesus Christ invites you. Come to Him now! Do not put it off and say I will do it tomorrow. 
Tomorrow may never come! Come to Him by faith, and pour out your heart before Him in 
prayer. Come to Him humbly and ask Him to save you from your sins. Cry to Him like the thief 
on the cross when he saw Jesus on the cross. Call upon Him and say, “Lord save me! Lord 
remember me!” 

John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out. 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved! I hope and pray to see you in Heaven 
someday! 

May God bless you. 

AMEN!


